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Exodus 9: 27-28  

27 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and 
Aaron, and said to them, “This time I 
have sinned; the Lord is in the right, 
and I and my people are in the wrong. 
28 Pray to the Lord! Enough of God’s 
thunder and hail! I will let you go; you 
need stay no longer.”
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Forgive me and take away 
my consequences.
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Saul 
1 Samuel 15 

1 Samuel 15: 24 & 30 

24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; for I 
have transgressed the commandment of 
the Lord and your words, because I feared 
the people and obeyed their voice… 

 

30 
30 Then Saul[b] said, “I have sinned; yet honor 

me now before the elders of my people and 
before Israel, and return with me, so that I 
may worship the Lord your God.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7591b


Saul 
1 Samuel 15 

Forgive me and don’t let me 
get caught or face 
embarrassment.
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David 
2 Samuel 12 

2 Samuel 12: 13-14 

13 David said to Nathan, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” 
Nathan said to David, “Now the 
Lord has put away your sin; 
you shall not die.



David 
2 Samuel 12 

Psalm 51:4 

14 Against you, you alone, have I 
sinned, and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you are justified 
in your sentence and blameless 
when you pass judgment.



David 
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Psalm 51:10 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and put a new and right spirit 
within me. 11 Do not cast me away 
from your presence, and do not take 
your holy spirit from me. 12 Restore 
to me the joy of your salvation, and 
sustain in me a willing spirit.



David 
2 Samuel 12 

• Acknowledges his sin 
• Accepts the consequences  
• Lives with the embarrassment 
• Values the relationship above 

everything else and wants to keep 
walking with God
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend 
what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 



The Art of the Apology 
Repairing our Relationship with God 


